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TOWN OF KNIGHTDALE

Planning & Engineering Committee

6:00 pm

Monday, September 8, 2014

250 Steeple Square Court, Conference Room
Knightdale, NC 27545

Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

Councilor Tripp called the meeting to order at 6: 02 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The following members were present:

Town Council Members present. Councilor Tripp, Councilor Swan
LURB Member Liaison present: Doug Taylor, Richy Narron

Staff Members present: Seth Lawless, Chris Hills, Jeff Triezenberg, Jennifer Currin, Fred Boone,
Courtney Jenkins

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
August 11, 2014

...Councilor Swan moved to accept the minutes of the previous meetings as presented. Mr.
Natron seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
A. Princeton Town Street Greenway Parking

Mr. Hills informed the committee that Mr. Henry Hardy, a Princeton Manor resident, has
expressed his concern regarding consistent parking issues along Princeton Town Street. He
stated that visitors are parking on the street to access the greenway and it is causing problems
when residents are leaving for work. Staff has visited the site and did not see any problems. On
street parking is permitted at this location. Mr. Hardy has requested a parking area for the trail
head and no parking signs erected. The Town had investigated the option for parking a while
back; however, nothing has been budgeted at this time. Originally, the Town was investigating
across the street, but Progress Energy denied the request due to the site being a future
substation. The Town is aware that there are a large number of citizens using the trail and feels
parking would be an added benefit.

Mr. Lawless added that Progress Energy might consider it once the substation is constructed.
The company initially said no due to grade elevation concerns.



Mr. Hills stated that the Town could investigate working with the Disabled American Veterans at
1700 Hodge Road for an easement. However, there could be potential issues with crossing the
railroad. Another option could be an area of frontage on Hodge Road that the Town could
utilize if approved by NCDOT.

Mr. Boone believes that to be a good short term solution.
Mr. Hills asked the committee if they are in favor of the citizen’s request for signs as well.

Councilor Tripp answered that he would like to see further evidence supporting the citizen’s
claim before erecting new signage.

Mr. Hills indicated that Staff could request the police to stop in and investigate.

Councilor Tripp stated he would like to approach the railroad to research if they would allow the
crossing.

Mr. Boone answered that he has seen several pedestrian railroad crossings recently constructed.

The committee members agreed to support the decision to investigate the potential for trailhead
patking for the greenway.

Councilor Tripp directed Mr. Boone to reach out to Notfolk Southern.

Mr. Hills stated that Staff will continue to investigate Town-owned property and across the street
for potential parking and report back.

CDBG Project List Endorsement

Mr. Hills explained the Community Development Block Grant process, and depicted the areas
where requested improvements can be made, to help areas that have low to moderate famnily
incomes. Over the past few years, the Town has been awarded three grants totaling $700,000 for
the Knightdale Station Playground and for sidewalk and road improvements for both Smithfield
Road and Main Street. He addressed a list that Staff has created for potential projects in draft
priority order. At this time, Staff is requesting the committee’s recommendations and to indicate
what are their priorities before going to Town Council.

Mr. Hills and the committee then discussed each potential project individually.

All of the committee members agreed that the Knightdale Station improvements, such as the
Arboretum, Skate Park and Watson House were lower on the priority list since they might not
clearly benefit in assisting low to moderate households.

Councilor Tripp supports improving access as the number one priority. He is in favor of the
Mingo Creek Greenway extension from Knightdale Station Park to Mingo Creek Park. It will
provide access to Old Town citizens to transportation and amenities. He agreed with ranking
the project as number 1 priority.

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Narron agreed.

Mr. Hills explained that number 2 is for Main Street resurfacing and sidewalk. A project is about
to start for one side of Main Street but it does not include asphalt.

Mr. Boone indicated that resurfacing Main Street and Kelley Meadows are high on his priority
list.

Councilor Swan indicated that he could see the benefit of the Skate Park as bringing something
different to the area and that the surrounding houses and neighborhoods could enjor; it provides
a physical benefit to the community. However, he would like to investigate the best areas to
connect sidewalk to Knightdale Elementary.



Mr. Hills replied that Staff could make the potential project mote generic by describing it as the
installation of sidewalks to the elementary school.

Councilor Swan answered that he favors the idea of making the school walkable.

Mr. Hills stated he will combine the Fayetteville Street, Flowers Street and Railroad Street
sidewalks for connectivity as one project and to service Knightdale Elementary School; and have
that project be number 3 on the priority list. He would then list number 4 as Poplar Street
improvements, number 5 as Kelley Meadows resurfacing and 6 as Malaby’s Church sidewalk. Ie
asked the committee if they agreed with the projects and their ranking.

Councilor Tripp questioned if six projects is too much to list.

M. Hills responded no, stating the Town might be able to acquire small funds for lower priority
items but still accomplish and complete a lower priority project.

...Councilor Swan motioned to endorse the CDBG Project List as discussed with the
listed six priorities in ranking order. Mr. Narron seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.

1LAPP Project Endorsement

M. Hills addressed the LAPP project, which is a local area project program through CAMPO.

It is highly competitive money where the Town has had recent success receiving funds; citing the
Greenway and First Avenue projects. Recently, there have been concerns from the citizens from
the S.W". part of Town not having projects in their area. Our Town has two substantially large
subdivisions that do not have access to the greenway. Staff is proposing several options for the
LAPP Project to connect the Churchill and Mingo Creek subdivisions to the greenway. Mr.
Lawless has expressed his strong support and believes citizens will as well. CAMPO is a
transportation fund and Staff is proposing to connect approximately 1,250 houses to the
greenway, where the citizens can access shopping, restaurants and other amenities in 1 mile
versus what would typically require driving over 4 miles. He feels confident that only proposing
one project will help the Town score well.

...Councilor Swan motioned to formally endorse the proposed LAPP project for
connecting the subdivisions Mingo Creek and Churchill to the greenway. Mr. Taylor
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

City of Raleigh Comp Plan Amendment Discussion

Mt. Triezenberg presented the committee with maps depicting the future Skycrest Drive
interchange, near Forestville and Old Milburnie Roads, as it is currently aligned and what the
City of Raleigh is proposing as an amendment. The City of Raleigh has asked for Staff’s input;
Staff is concerned that amendment creates two intersections of arterials east of I-540 in close
proximity to the future Skycrest Drive interchange as opposed to just one as shown in current
plans. The proposed amendment to the City plan would also affect the Town of Knightdale’s
arterial and collector plans. The amendment does not utilize the existing right-of-way procured
by NCDOT between 1-540 and Old Milburnie Road. It does not recognize the public right-of-
way obtained by the Town along the western boundary of East Wake Middle School.

Mt. Hills explained that Staff is requesting an affirmation that the committee supports the
current alighment that 1s place on the Town’s comprehensive plan and that Skycrest is a
protected corridor in the future. It will go to full Town Council at the next meeting.



Mr. Taylor agreed that the proposed City of Raleigh revision does not make sense; he expressed
his biggest concern as not utilizing the already existing right-of-way by I-540.

Councilor Trpp and Councilor Swan agreed.

...Mzr. Taylor motioned to express his affirmation towards continued support for the
Town of Knightdale Arterial and Collector Plans as currently adopted in the Town’s
Unified Development Ordinance. Councilor Swan seconded the motion and it carried

unanimously.

Vi. ADJOURNMENT

Having reached the end of the evening’s agenda and hearing no further discussion, Mt. Swan motioned
to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
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Attest, Chairman of the Planning and Engineering Committee, Dustin Ttipp

Clerk to the Planaingand Engineering Committee, Courtney Jenkins



