TOWN OF KNIGHTDALE

Planning & Engineering Committee

6:00 pm

Monday, August 11, 2014

950 Steeple Square Court, Conference Room
Knightdale, NC 27545

Minutes

CALLTO ORDER

Councilor Tripp called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL

The following members were present:

Town Council Members present: Councilor Tripp, Councilor Swan

LURB Member Liaison present: Doug Taylor, Richy Narron

Staff Members present: Jeff Triezenberg, Jennifer Currin, Fred Boone, Courtney Jenkins, Matt
Christian

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

June 9, 2014

...Mt. Taylor moved to accept the minutes of the previous meetings as presented. Councilor
Swan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

A

Construction Projects Update

Greenway Phase II — Mr. Boone reported that the project is substantially complete with major
punch list items corrected. We are now moving forward to the project closeout. The greenway
is officially open right now and a formal ribbon cutting ceremony will take place on Monday,
August 25t at 6:30 at Mingo Creek Park.

Knightdale Park Phase II — Mr. Boone stated that last Wednesday at a construction progress
meeting, the contractor projected a completion date of September 23%, They are making
significant progress with the installation of sod, masonry columns and interior finishes to the
structures. The First Avenue paving and sidewalk is complete. The pedestrian lights will be the
next item you see installed. Overall Monteith is behind schedule; they have been given several
change orders. Staff is investigating the sod appearing to brown shortly after installation.

Smithfield CMAQ and STPDA — The project began two Mondays ago with most of the work
consisting of the installation of a tree protection fence. Staffis coordinating with PSNC Energy



V.

who will be repairing a 127 gas main in conjunction with the project. It will shut down a part of
Smithfield Road from the Iixxon gas station to McKnight drive for several davs. We are
currently waiting for the schedule from PSNC.

Councilor Tripp stated that the public needs to be aware of the street closure and situation. He
advised Mr. Boone to work with Mr. Bowman.

Mr. Boone agreed and indicated that Mr. Christian has already conducted site visits with the
business owners to inform them of the closure.

Ms. Currin specified that the property owners have been called as well.

Lynnwood & McKnight Resurfacing — The resurfacing is complete and the final thermoplastic
will go down by the end of this week.

Councilor Tripp addressed the citizen feedback regarding the re-striping of Lynnwood. He
thinks it would be best next to provide more options and inform citizens.

Street Cross Sections/Street Tree Locations

Mr. Triezenberg discussed the background information regarding the location of street trees in
Town and the desire to reassess what the ordinance currently allows. He reminded the
comnittee that the issue has been brought up recently from a member of the Land Use Review
Board. He asked the committee to consider if they want the revisions to move forward and to
discuss it with fellow Town Council and Board members. It has been a topic for a number of
yvears and DOT has now moved towards their complete streets program and the City of Raleigh
has re-written their guidelines to allow street trees. Although there has been good movement,
there is still a chance for the issue of misinformation again. He passed out a handout with the
re-wording of the street cross sections and street tree locations; with an emphasis towards
complete streets depicted with illustrations. He stated that the City of Raleigh has fought the
battle with the utility companies. Primarily what it came down to was the companies wanting to
know where they could be and to properly coordinate to get one trench to lay their lines down
one after another. Through the re-write, he explained that he emphasized the comp plan and
standardized the widths. He requested feedback from the committee on how they would like to
proceed; go to council now or more time for input.

Councilor Tripp indicated that he would like to have time to review the re-write and discuss the
changes further at the next meeting.

Councilor Swan agreed.

Mz. Taylor stated that he recently conferred with a landscaper on the matter and he had the
opinion of creating a larger than 6’ to 8’ planting strip.

Mr. Triezenberg replied that Staff is looking for medium-sized trees for those locations and also
wants to ensure that we are planting the right trees in the right place.

Mzr. Boone indicated that another consideration is the creation of policy implementation, such as
when the street trees will be planted and other types of guidelines.

Councilor Tripp agreed and stated that the committee will review the re-write and be prepared to
discuss it again at next month’s meeting,

NEW BUSINESS
A. LED Street Light Discussion



Mr. Triezenberg informed the committee that the Lewis Landing subdivision wants to have their
street lights switched for LLEED lights as soon as possible. Right now, Duke Energy Progress will
change out any lights over 20 years old for free. If the lights are less than 20 vears old, then the
cost 1s $50.00 per light. Lewis Landing has possibly up to a dozen lights. The return on
investment is within 6 to 12 vears to make up the cost difference. The request is for Council to
agree on the steps by which a community could come forward and pay to have the street lights
changed out.

Councilor Swan asked if the neighborhoods would choose.

Councilor Tripp stated that he needs more research indicated what the cost would be if every
neighborhood asked for their lights to be switched. We would need to determine who would
pay for the cost as well,

Mr. Boone specified that a dozen lights would cost $600.00; he believes that it is fair to ask for
the HOA to undertake that expense if they wish to expedite the process. He thinks it would be
beneficial for the buy in process if the HOAs were requesting and paying for the lights.

Mr. Taylor agreed and thinks the HOAs should pay for it as well to alleviate the potential for
unfairness to be cried out between the neighborhoods.

Councilor Swan stated that changing the lights is an investment in the Town that makes sense
but he is also worried about the total cost.

Mr. Taylor indicated that neighborhoods can wait undl it is free or the HOA can cover the cost.

Councilor Tripp suggested the Town pay for half but he first wants to see the inventory and
know the total cost before making a final decision. He directed Staff to draft the proposal with
the Homeowners Associations as the responsible party but also bring back the data and numbers
for the Committee to review the total overall associated costs.

Private Stormwater Easement Acquisition

Mr. Boone reported that this agenda item is in response to Mr. Terry Gleason’s request to take
over a private stormwater easement, located by the townhomes in Lewis Landing. The plat lists
the easement as a private drainage easement. He has found that if it is marked private, it is
typically for a reason or intent. They have performed some maintenance but they do not want to
continue it due to the assoctated cost and wish to turn it over to the Town. It brings up the
question of whether or not the Town wants to get into the business of taking over private
easements. If so, then there will need to be a proper evaluation to make sure it is up to our
standards and the ownets would need to dedicate it to the Town via a deed of easement. Also, a
policy would need to be constructed. He asked for the committee’s direction.

Councilor Tripp questioned what the benefit would be to the Town.

Mr. Boone replied that there would not be much benefit. He indicated that he is aware of
multiple private drainage easements in older subdivisions in T'own such as Pebblebrook,
Maplewood and Timber Ridge. However, if the neighborhoods were constructed today, they
would most likely be labeled public drainage easements.

Councilor Tripp asked if Staff could perform the maintenance and then charge HOA.

Mr. Boone answered that you need property owner permission which could become
complicated. He thinks the Town might not be equipped from a staffing perspective to handle
the undertaking as well.

Councilor Tripp replied that it can be involved and he is not sure if the Town wants to get into
that type of practice.

Mr. Boone stated that granting one could open the door to many more subsequent requests.



Councilor Swan stated he did not see the benefit of that.
M. Narron and Mr. Taylor agreed; particularly from a staffing perspective.

Councilor Tripp advised Mr. Boone to not undertake the acquisition of private drainage
easements.

C. Southampton Drive On-Street Parking

Mr. Boone discussed another Mr. Terry Gleason concern regarding informal parking at the end
of Southampton Drive in the Lewis Landing subdivision. His request is to formally add striped
parking at this location.

Mr. Taylor asked about the current street configuration.
Mr. Boone answered that the location is at the end of a stub street.

Councilor Tripp stated that the road will eventually extend out and be developed. Therefore, it
would not be in the town’s interest to add formal striped parking. He would prefer that it
remain informal for the time being.

Councilor Swan, Mr. Narron and Mr. Taylor agreed.
D. Long Range Pedestrian Plan Discussion

Mr. Triezenberg informed the committee that Staff has met internally to develop ideas for
CDBG projects regarding the pedestrian plan. Staff is taking the comprehensive plan into
consideration as well as feedback. Staff will come back to the committee with a narrowed list.

Councilor Tripp suggested that Council and Staff begin informing citizens to the Comprehensive
Plan when they have concerns over where and why projects take place.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Having reached the end of the evening’s agenda and hearing no further discussion, Mr. Swan motioned
to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
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Attest, Chairman of the Planning and Engineering Committee, Dustin Tripp




